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The Exodus narrative is not a simple 
story of good versus evil .  It  is  a 
critique of the politics of power ,  
empires ,  h ierarchical societies and 
the division of populations into 
free human beings and slaves.

Rabbi lord 
Jonathan sacks
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Establishing a nation

1 .  Cosmic 
Destiny

2.  Cyclical rise 
and fall

3.  Moral Adherence 
to God’s law
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Israel‘s national 
future was tethered 

only to moral 
adherence and 

connection to God.
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Moses: a man of Justice

1 .  Defending 
Israelite 

against an 
Egyptian

2.  Defending 
an Israelite 
against an 

Israelite

3.  defending 
Jethro’s daughter 

against a 
midianite
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We are a nation formed by a covenant, by dedication to 

a set of principles, and by an exchange of promises to 

uphold and advance certain commitments among 

ourselves and throughout the world. Those principles 

and commitments are the core of American identity, the 

soul of the body politic…. If we fail in our promises to 

each other, and lose the principles of the covenant, 

then we lose everything, for they are we.

John Schaar’s Summary of 
Abraham Lincolns thinking 
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Exodus 14:11–14
Hashem  F ights For  Them

[11] They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt 

that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you 

done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? [12] Is not this what we said to 

you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it 

would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 

wilderness.” [13] And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, 

and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. 

For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. [14] 

The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” (ESV)
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Sustaining Freedom

1 .  
Bat tle

2.  
Covenantal 

Proclamation

3.  
Covenantal 
Documents

4.  
Tabernacle 

Construction

5.  
Glory 

Revelation
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For every covenant 
work god demands, 

a human 
contribution must 

be made.
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Exodus 14:11–14
Hashem  F ights For  Them

[11] They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt 

that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you 

done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? [12] Is not this what we said to 

you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it 

would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 

wilderness.” [13] And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, 

and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. 

For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. [14] 

The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” (ESV)
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Exodus 17:8–11
Hashem  F ights with  Them

[8] Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. [9] 

So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go out and 

fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with 

the staff of God in my hand.” [10] So Joshua did as Moses told 

him, and fought with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went 

up to the top of the hill. [11] Whenever Moses held up his hand, 

Israel prevailed, and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek 

prevailed.
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Exodus 17:12–13
Hashem  F ights with  Them

[12] But Moses’ hands grew weary, so they took a stone and put 

it under him, and he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur held up his 

hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side. So his 

hands were steady until the going down of the sun. [13] And 

Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the sword. 

(ESV)
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Exodus 19:16–18
Hashem  speaks The Covenant

[16] On the morning of the third day there were thunders and 

lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud 

trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. [17] 

Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, 

and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain. [18] Now 

Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had 

descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke 

of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly. (ESV)
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Exodus 20:1–5
Hashem  speaks The Covenant

[1] And God spoke all these words, saying, [2] “I am the LORD 

your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery. [3] “You shall have no other gods before me. 

[4] “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 

likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the 

earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. [5] You 

shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your 

God am a jealous God,
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Exodus 24:1–3
Moses  speaks The Covenant

[1] Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and 

Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, 

and worship from afar. [2] Moses alone shall come near to the 

LORD, but the others shall not come near, and the people shall 

not come up with him.” [3] Moses came and told the people all 

the words of the LORD and all the rules. And all the people 

answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD 

has spoken we will do.” (ESV)
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Exodus 24:12–13
Hashem  writes The Covenant

[12] The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain 

and wait there, that I may give you the tablets of stone, with the 

law and the commandment, which I have written for their 

instruction.” [13] So Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and 

Moses went up into the mountain of God. (ESV)
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Exodus 34:27–28
Moses  writes The Covenant

[27] And the LORD said to Moses, “Write these words, for in 

accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you 

and with Israel.” [28] So he was there with the LORD forty days 

and forty nights. He neither ate bread nor drank water. And he 

wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten 

Commandments. (ESV)
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Exodus 25:1–2, 8-9 
Tabernacle  before golden calf

[1] The LORD said to Moses, [2] “Speak to the people of Israel, 

that they take for me a contribution. From every man whose 

heart moves him you shall receive the contribution for me… [8] 

And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their 

midst. [9] Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the 

tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it. (ESV)
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Exodus 35:10, 30–31
Tabernacle  af ter golden calf

[10] “Let every skillful craftsman among you come and make all 

that the LORD has commanded:… [30] Then Moses said to the 

people of Israel, “See, the LORD has called by name Bezalel the 

son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; [31] and he has 

filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, with intelligence, with 

knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, (ESV))
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Exodus 24:15–17
Glory  revealed on Sinai

[15] Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud 

covered the mountain. [16] The glory of the LORD dwelt on 

Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the 

seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 

[17] Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a 

devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the 

people of Israel.
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Exodus 40:34–38
Glory  revealed in Tabernacle

[34] Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the 

LORD filled the tabernacle. [35] And Moses was not able to enter the 

tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the 

LORD filled the tabernacle. [36] Throughout all their journeys, 

whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people 

of Israel would set out. [37] But if the cloud was not taken up, then 

they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. [38] For the cloud 

of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, 

in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys.
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More than any 
other kind of 

political system, 
covenant makes the 
most demands of its 

citizens.
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